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vortex was brought down in tho left occipito-nnterior position. Tho moment 
the head was placed in tho proper position, tho patient expressed herself com* 
pletely relieved from tho severe pain sho had been suffering for hours. 

For a time, the utorus censed entirely to act, but pains coming on, they were 
stimulated by ergot, tho parts having been dilated by tho passage of tho first 
child, and, in about an hour after, tho child was born alive. 

It is proper, however, to state, as explaining, to a certain extent, the facility 
with which the operation was performed, that tho ohild weighed only fivo pounds, 
yet, on the other hand, it should bo recollected that the smallness and mobility 
of tho child are, perhaps, the most common causo of shoulder presentations, 
and bonce, in such presentations, we may expect, very generally, to have smnli 
children to deal with, and, moreover, tlmt version by tho J'ecl had been attempted 
and had not been accomplished. ‘ ’ 

It might bo urged that, as the child was not large, tho case might havo been 
left to nature, and labour terminated by spontaneous evolution. But wlmt are 
the facts of the case? Five.hours had elapsed Bince the rupturo of the mem* 
branes, and ono of tho earliest changes noticed when spontaneous evolution 
takes placo had not yet occurred; I refer to tho rotation of tho presenting 
shoulder to the symphysis pubis, ns preparatory to its engagement beneath tho 
arch ; indeed, the spontaneous expulsion of tho child in these caso is tho excep¬ 
tion, not the rule; and when it does happen, if wo think for a moment on tho 
mechanism of labour by which delivery is accomplished, wo cannct fail to per¬ 
ceive tlmt tho mother must he exposed to all tho dangers attending a long and 
painful labour, while tho child is so powerfully compressed that death is tho 
genoral result. Velponu gives statistics of ono hundred and thirty-seven cases 
of spontaneous evolution, in which hut twelvo children were bom alive. 

It is asserted by soino that an error of diagnosis has existed in those cases 
whero it is stated tlmt version by the vertex has been successfully performed 
in Bhouldor presentations ; tlmt they havo been really cases of head presenta¬ 
tion, complicated by a descent of tho nrm. But this certainly was not so in tho 
caso to which I refer, tho head being distinctly felt in the right iliao fossa, 
through tho abdominal walls, whilst the partial introduction of tho hand into 
tho cavity of tho utorus, in tho attempt to make version by tho feet, enabled 
mo perfectly to recognize the position of the child. 

Again, it is said that tho oporation of version by tho vertex is a very difficult 
ono, that we cannot, without subjecting tho mother to very great danger, push 
up tho. presenting part of tho chiid, and search for the head ; ami then, having 
found it, that wo.cannot grasp tho round and slippory occiput and bring it to 
tho suporior strait. This objection in many cases may ho well founded, hut tho 
operation which I have rolated consisted, rather, in pushing tho shoulder away 
from the superior strait, causing, thereby, the ohild to revolvo in tho cavity of 
the uterus; of course, as soon as such a motion of rotation is communicated to 
it, by pushing away tho shoulder, wo must, of necessity, havo 6omo other part 
brought to tho superior straight, which part will bo ‘first tho neck, then tho 
head, and by a littlo manipulation tho occiput can ho brought down, and an 
impracticable caso of labour can ho thus changed, without, or with compara¬ 
tively littlo, pain to the patient, and in a few minutes, to ono of tho most simple 
clmractor; and not only thus changed, hut effected without exposing tho child 
to tho great risks to which it is always liablo when version by tho foot is resorted 
to; and, if an attempt to nmko vorsion by the vortox should fail, without giving 
our patient nny moro pain, our hand being in tho vagina, our fingers in the 
mouth of tho uterus, wo can most easily, if tho caso admit of it, pass our hand 
upwards, grasp tho feet, nnd bring them down .—Summary of Trans, of Coll. 
!hya. of Thilada.. vol. ii., N. S„ No. ix. 

Ovariotomy.— Dr. J. G. T. Holston records (Western lancet. Deo. 1855) a case 
of ovnrian tumour, which ho 1ms successfully extirpated. The patient was 27 
years of age; unmarried; health excellent. About threo years ago her abdo¬ 
men began to increase, nnd it Ims now attained a Bize which makes it a heavy 
burden to carry, and sho determined to obtain relief. 

On examination, Dr. II. found “ tho abdomen tense, and imparting a sonsoof 
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fluctuation, like common dropsy, yet differing in bo far that the fluid was on- 
dently in a oyBt within tho abdomen, and could be lifted in mass. Vftgmal oat- 
ffion proved that canal and tho cervix uteri all correct: the introduction of 
Lnnson's sound found the cavity of tho uterus empty, and that viscus some- 
B enlarged, tho sound passing 2} inches. The uterus was more movable to 
the right than to tho left, the hymen unbroken—hor general hooltli good mind 
rhcerflil and perfectly reconciled to any event.. Having determined to operate, 
gho was directed to take a moderate doso of Epsom salts on tho oyoning of the 
fifb which operated mildly next morning; she was allowed a slight breakfast 
on the morning of tho 12th, and no dinner, so ns to avoid ono source of danger 
from tho chloroform, namely, vomiting, ns well ns to secure an empty stato of 

P^I.f the room was carefully heated up to 80° Fahrenheit, without cutting 
off ventilation ; tho patient was dressed for tho operation, in night-gown and 
chemise rolled up, a napkin around tho pubis, and her lower limbs encased m 
drawers. At 2* P. M., she placed herself upon hor back on the operating table 
(a common dining-tnhlo covered with a quilt), her knees slightly drawn up, her 
ftet resting bnon the edge of the hod. Chloroform was now administered, and, 
after a slifht stage of excitement, total insonsibility ensued that continued oft 
great degree all Oio afternoon. Tho incision was made through tho bneaalba, 
from about 1 inch below the umbilicus to 1J inoh abovo tho pubis, j to 8 inches 
in length. No adhesions wore found on tho anterior aspect of the 
appeared evidently filled with fluid, of which ft trocar drow off nbout. two gal* 
K the appearance of blaok coffee, but quito fluid, and oxhahng a soup-like 
odour. A^fgaturo had previously been passed through the walls of the cyst, 
and, by strong traction, tho wholo of it was brought out of } ho . e n n ’' 
assistants applying Bpongos wrung out of warm water on each sido. It proved 
to be the leS ovary, tho pedicle consisting of the broad ligamont « n d Fallopian 
tube, whoso fimbriatod extremity, as large as the hand, was i‘.5® 
tumour apparently holding it in its grasp. A needle, armed with ft double 
ligature, m pasted twice through this pedicle, the ligatures 
Bide, end, by ft stroke of tho scnlpel, the whole moss was removed . No $ 4 
of blood was lost in tho operation, beside what the tumour contained, and no 
part of tho viscera wns visibly exposed, except the left sido of tlio utorus, when 
the ligatures were tied, as the abdominal jjftriotes were oloaod by tlio sponges n 
proportion as the tumour wns withdrawn. Hie wounditself at once contracted to 
ftbout4inohesin length. Two harelip sutures wore introduced 
between them and n coating of collodion oyer all, closing ‘ijo wou d hormoU^ 
cally except nt tho lower extremity, where the ligature was left hanging out— 
tho dressing was completed by a compress of flannel and ft broad 
tho same material. Ilcr clothes wore arranged, she was placed in bed, and 
every vestigo of tho operation removed heforo the chloroform was finally with¬ 
drawn sho having been nbout ono hour under its direct influence. 

The’wholo tunfour weighed 26 pounds, of which Urn cyst was 2|, tho fluid 
contents 23* pounds; tho cyst might havo contained a pint of blood. 

Tho patient lmd tho first motion from tho bowels on tho sixth day after tlio 
operation after taking six cathartic pills, and remained regular afterward, 
having a motion daily? Dr. H. deemed it of tho highest lmMirtanofl' 
her bowels acting sooner. She commenced sitting up tho 20th, 8 days alter tno 
SEX. Tlioligaturo camo away on tho 17th lay. tlio wound entirely closed 
Z nox "day! an^on the Slat of October, oho loft for homo, fifteen m.loa off, m 
vigorous health and exuberant apirits. ,, 

Use and Effects of Chloroform in Labour.— Dr. Knight read before tho Loms* 
villo Medical Club, Septombor 4th, a papor on this subject, from which wo mako 

^ " FronTar?experience of several years in the use of chloroform in obstetrical 
practice, I am compelled to aoknowledgo that I have been ontirely disappointed 
Fa the estimate that, from the ropresentations of 

wortlf and ability in the profession, I was at firsUed to place upon it. . A bei m° t 
objectionablo feature that is presented to my mind in tho uso of this a 0 ont in 



